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NOTES AND NEWS. 

Otis W. Caldwell and S. A. Courtis have invited superin- 
tendents, supervisors and teachers, the country over, to cooperate 
with them in determining how well American school children 
of the present day can answer certain examination questions 
which originally were given in the Boston schools in 1845. The 
report made by the school committee at that time was sufficiently 
detailed to warrant the belief that interesting comparisons are 
possible in history, geography, arithmetic, grammar, vocabulary 
and natural philosophy. 

Not all of the questions are valid for school work of the 
present day. However, a selection of 30 questions suitable for 
eighth grade children has been made, and test papers, instruc- 
tions, etc., were being printed in the number of 50,000. Thirty 
thousand of these were to be distributed free among representa- 
tive cities of the country, and the remainder to be sold at cost* 
to those who would return copies of their results for the gen- 
eral tabulations.'! The tests were to be given between May 15 
and June 1, and required about 100 minutes of class time. The 
scoring and tabulations are simple and take from four to eight 
hours, depending on the size of the class. Although it is too 
late to give these tests now, those interested may write to S. A. 
Courtis, 82 Eliot Street, Detroit, Mich., for further information 
concerning them. The cooperation of superintendents of small 
towns, country superintendents, and teachers of rural schools 
was particularly asked for. 

The spring meeting of the Philadelphia Section of the Asso- 
ciation of Teachers of Mathematics of the Middle States and 
Maryland was held Saturday morning, April 5, in the William 
Penn High School. 

* The cost of a full set of supplies including transportation both ways 
was about 6s cents for a class of 25 children. 

t As soon as returns are received, a copy of the Boston standards will 
be sent. Later copies of the general tabulations will be provided. No 
results will be published by name without permission. 
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NOTES AND NEWS. 200, 

A brief business meeting was held, and the following officers 
for the coming year were elected. President, Professor John 
A. Miller, Swarthmore College; Vice-President, Dr. Harry M. 
Shoemaker, Northeast High School; Secretary, Grace L. 
Bentley, William Penn High School; Executive Committee, 
Ellen Pottberg, George L. McCracken. 

Emily Renshaw, of the Department of Mathematics, Holmes 
Junior High School, gave a very interesting talk on "The 
Course in Mathematics of the Junior High School." Discus- 
sion followed. 

Owing to the illness of Dr. Howard H. Mitchell, University 
of Pennsylvania, who was to have spoken on " The Use of 
Mathematics in the Preparation of Artillery Range Tables," Dr. 
George Gailey Chambers, University of Pennsylvania, gave a 
brief but very instructive talk on " The Application of Mathe- 
matics to Some Problems Related to College Entrance Re- 
quirements." 

The Southern Section met at The Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity on May 17. 

The morning session was given to a paper on " Experimental 
Tests of Mathematical Ability," by Dr. Agnes L. Rogers, of 
Goucher College. 

In the afternoon Dr. John H. Minnick, of The University 
of Pennsylvania, spoke on "Standardized Tests in Geometry," 
and Dr. Knight Dunlap, of The Johns Hopkins University, de- 
scribed the results obtained by using the army intelligence tests 
on a group of Johns Hopkins students. 

The following officers were elected: Chairman, Dr. Clara 
Bacon, Goucher College; Secretary-Treasurer, Ida Hammond, 
McKinley Manual Training School, Washington; Member of 
the Council, Eugene R. Smith. 



